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Changes to BS EN 590 and BS 2869  
 
BS EN 590:2009, the British Standard for road diesel, was revised in 2009 to increase the 
biodiesel in road diesel fuel to a maximum of 7%.  In autumn 2010, the British Standard 2869 for 
Class A2 diesel (non road mobile fuel) will be revised to reflect this increased biodiesel content.  
The BS 2869 Class D gas oil specification is at the same time being aligned with the Class A2 
specification and this is the fuel that will be supplied in most instances to stationary plant such as 
gas oil heating boilers.  
 
ICOM, FPS and OFTEC and their members would like to advise all commercial and 
industrial consumers of Class D gas oil that there may be up to 7% biodiesel in Class D gas 
oil from mid 2010.  
 
The previous editions of BS EN 590 and BS 2869 allowed the use of up to 5% biodiesel.  
However, for commercial reasons, suppliers of gas oil in the main did not supply product with any 
biodiesel.  
 
In addition to the increase in biodiesel, there has also been a move to sulphur free fuel.  As 
sulphur levels drop to very low levels, the viscosity of the fuel also drops; this drop in viscosity can 
have an effect on seals resulting in system leaks.  
 
What does this mean for the end user?  
 
Recent trials in Europe have shown that the addition of biodiesel over 5% in existing heating 
systems can cause filter blockage due to the biodiesel’s cleaning sludge and debris from the 
original tank and pipe work. There also may be issues for system components such as seals, 
burner fuel pump bearings and other elements of the heating system due to biofuels being 
incompatible with materials.  
 
Additional Information:  
 
End users are encouraged to contact their service engineer and equipment manufacturer in order 
to assess any likely issues and make any necessary updates to their systems prior to taking class 
D gas oil with a percentage of biodiesel.  
 
It is vitally important that oil storage and supply systems are routinely inspected and housekeeping 
maintained with regular checks both for leaks and to ensure that oil tanks remain water free.  
 
For further information relating to the above, contact the appropriate organisation.  
 
David Hughes – Technical Director – ICOM Energy Association – 
david.hughes@icomenergyassociation.org.uk 
 
Alan Black – Technical Director – OFTEC –  
ablack@oftec.org 
 
Susan Hancock – Chief Executive – Federation of Petroleum Suppliers –  
sh@fpsonline.co.uk
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